
 

 

 

 

Thank you to those involved at the conference on 

Wednesday, especially Rhiannon, Aaron and other 

sixth formers who worked previously on creative 

writing and poetry in response to Angela and 

Robert's journey.   

 We welcomed Rob, Louisa and Bernie at RWBA on 

Wednesday and they were so complementary 

about RWBA Students detailing how respectful, passionate and articulate they 

were when learning about their families past. 

If any sixth formers, especially year 12 would like to get involved in this national 

project in various ways, please speak to Mrs Salmon, 

Mr Radford or email Dr Wetherall directly - 

nwetherall@rwba.org.uk 
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On the 30th and 31st of January the EPQ students went on a trip to Bath University 

Library to further research their projects and find academic sources. This will help 

them greatly in achieving the highest grades possible. A great experience for our 

students, who were able to work in an academic setting. Well done to all the 

students for their amazing work on both days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 students have now completed their 

assessments and Yr 12 Parent evening will be held 

in school on 7th February. 

This will be a face to face event and will allow 

parents and students to speak with subject staff. 

Bookings are now live. 



 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 



 

 

 

Yesterday Sixth Form students took 

part in a variety of workshops based 

around Healthy Relationships, career 

planning, and planning for the future.  

We welcomed two speakers –  

Ms Pearson (RWBA English teacher) 

but also international consultant and 

resilience trainer.  

 

Ms Pearson presented to Year 13 students. The students enjoyed the interactive 

session and will be revisiting the topic again on 12th March. 

 

 

 

 



 

We also welcomed back Charlie O’Brien an ex-student who regularly comes into 

support and inspire our students. 

Yesterday’s visit was very much based on the ‘route to degree apprenticeship’. 

 

 

Charlie was also able to promote Atkins as an organisation and great place to 

work and train. 

https://youtu.be/ELaxs8USx6E  

 

His top tip was to look at the Government 

website that lists all current apprentice 

opportunities. 

 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/#  

https://youtu.be/ELaxs8USx6E
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/


 

Yesterday was Time to Talk 

Day, the nation's biggest 

mental health conversation. 

 

 

There's no right or wrong way to talk about mental health, but these simple tips 

can help make sure you’re approaching the conversation in a helpful way. 

Ask questions and listen - give the person space to express how they’re feeling 

and what they’re going through.  

Choose the time and place - start a conversation with a person while walking or 

having a coffee. People may want to talk during quieter times or break times. 

Don't try and fix it - you don't need to offer any solutions unless they’ve asked for 

advice directly. Just talking can help, so it might be best just to listen. 

Treat them the same - if you want to support them, keep it simple. Do the things 

you’d normally do. 

Be patient - some people might not be ready to talk about what they're going 

through. The fact that you’ve tried to talk may make it easier for them to open up 

another time. 

 

Sixth Form students very much enjoyed their wellbeing 

walk around Jubilee Lake in the sunshine yesterday. 

 

Nature and talking can be such good therapy!! 



 



 



There are so many amazing opportunities 

linked to National Apprenticeship week. If you 

are considering an apprenticeship or a specific 

career, please use the resources to access 

expert advice, guidance, and amazing 

opportunities. 

Join RWBA Sixth Form staff at Appren.T.Fest on Tuesday 
6th February. 

A super-sized careers fair to really inspire and provide 
Local and National opportunities. 

 

 
 

Students and parents are asked to book tickets via Eventbrite. 
Click on the link below: 

 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apprentfest-twilight-session-tickets-
767637894607?aff=eemailordconf&utm_campaign=order_confirm&ref=eemailordconf&
utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_term=viewevent 
 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apprentfest-twilight-session-tickets-767637894607?aff=eemailordconf&utm_campaign=order_confirm&ref=eemailordconf&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_term=viewevent
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apprentfest-twilight-session-tickets-767637894607?aff=eemailordconf&utm_campaign=order_confirm&ref=eemailordconf&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_term=viewevent
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apprentfest-twilight-session-tickets-767637894607?aff=eemailordconf&utm_campaign=order_confirm&ref=eemailordconf&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_term=viewevent


 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

Careers Session with Amazon: Inside the World of Technology Apprenticeships, 

Tuesday 6th February 2024, 11.00am – 12.00pm 

As Engineering and Technology come together, a world of creative solutions 

emerges. In this session with global technology giant Amazon, students’ interest 

in innovation will be ignited during National Apprenticeship Week as they explore 

exciting apprenticeship opportunities in engineering and technology and discover 

the limitless possibilities in this dynamic field. With speakers Dave Hardcastle, 

Software Development Director at Prime Video; Level 4 apprentice Satta 

(Development Operations Engineer); Level 6 apprentices Declan and Emma 

(Software Development Engineers). 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vcumqqj0iG9xqSLUXWn16ZGCV2F

d35h2G#/registration  

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vcumqqj0iG9xqSLUXWn16ZGCV2Fd35h2G#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vcumqqj0iG9xqSLUXWn16ZGCV2Fd35h2G#/registration


 

 

Careers Session with IBM and Kaplan: Digital Apprenticeships, 
Thursday 8 February 2024, 9.30am – 10.30am 

 

Explore endless opportunities in digital careers this National Apprenticeship Week 
with global technology powerhouse IBM, and leading education provider Kaplan. 
In this session, students will learn about a variety of digital apprenticeships that 
go beyond conventional screens, unlocking a world of creativity, functionality, and 
collaboration. They’ll also gain insight into how digital innovation is shaping future 
careers, which means new and exciting possibilities in the field await them. With 
level 4 apprentices Grace (Junior Design Consultant) and Tom (Junior 
Management Consultant) from IBM, and from Kaplan - Beth (Head of Data and 
Technology apprenticeship sales) and Level 3 Data Apprentices Joseph and 
Suzanne.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpd--

sqTooH9Nhj4G85hjOkLDZwEikyXey#/registration  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpd--sqTooH9Nhj4G85hjOkLDZwEikyXey#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpd--sqTooH9Nhj4G85hjOkLDZwEikyXey#/registration


 

The January edition of the Higher & Degree vacancy listing  

has now launched! 

Explore 1,400 Higher and Degree apprenticeship vacancies.   

from 70+ employers, including British Army, Amazon, Tui, Metropolitan Police, 

PwC, Transport for London and many more! 

 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/  

 

 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/higher-degree-listing/


Oxbridge and Medicine Information 
Evening – Tuesday 6th February  

 
Students are invited to THE St Mary’s annual online information evening about studying at Oxford 
or Cambridge, or Medicine at any University. St Mary’s school is our link school and regularly 
share opportunities for RWBA Staff and students. The event will be streamed via Teams; see the 
link below. The evening will include separate sessions including information about the application 
process, studying Medicine, and what it is like to be a student at an Oxford or Cambridge college. 
You are welcome to join for individual or all sessions; the event will also be recorded subject to 
speaker permissions. 
 

To join the Oxbridge and Medicine Information Evening, click here. 
 

6.30 pm Welcome and Introduction 
Ms Laura Holloway, Director of Sixth Form St Mary’s school Calne 
 

6.35pm  Applying to study Medicine & Dentistry: the university perspective 
  Chris Stead, University of Sheffield 

7pm Applying to study Medicine: the school perspective. 
         Mr Ash Hilton, Director of Science 

7.20pm My experience studying Veterinary,                
Medicine, 
St Mary’s alumna and current Veterinary Medicine student Sienna, first year at 
Edinburgh (St Mary’s 2023) 

7.30pm Applying to Oxford 
Jenny Shaw, Schools Liaison and Access Officer at Merton College 

8pm ‘My experience studying at Oxford’, current Oxford 
undergraduate – Lydia, 2nd year Modern Languages student at 
Oriel College (St Mary’s 2022) 

8.15pm Oxbridge applications at St Mary’s 
Ms Laura Holloway, Director of Sixth Form 

8.30pm Oxbridge Q&A 
 
 

There will be the opportunity to ask questions of the speakers by typing these in the ‘Chat’ 
function on Teams, and we do kindly ask that you join the Meeting with your camera and 
microphone switched off. 
 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjNmY2UzYjktYTA2Zi00ZjA0LWE5OWUtMjcxM2FmMmJkMDRm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%221331394a-5c17-48ba-afc6-5deda872615c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22cbfffc32-2537-4d48-a491-8136ded90cab%22%7d


 

          
  
In February the Wiltshire Air Ambulance have arranged a fundraising event 
to  GO THE EXTRA MILE.  They have asked people to celebrate February 2024, 
being a leap year and to challenge themselves with setting a new goal or 
trying something new for each day of the month.  
 
 
 

 
Click on the link below to access the Big Quiz. It is 
open to all. 
If you wish to enter, please ensure completed sheets 
and your donations are with Mrs Stubbs by the end of 
school on Thursday 8th Feb. (hstubbs@rwba.org.uk) 

 
 

 
 

https://rwbacademy-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ksalmon_rwba_org_uk/EWoWhcqhaRVH

tQfG0c-3_SoBryD5elhKmX5W7DmzbdA9mw?e=il0dIg  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://rwbacademy-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ksalmon_rwba_org_uk/EWoWhcqhaRVHtQfG0c-3_SoBryD5elhKmX5W7DmzbdA9mw?e=il0dIg
https://rwbacademy-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ksalmon_rwba_org_uk/EWoWhcqhaRVHtQfG0c-3_SoBryD5elhKmX5W7DmzbdA9mw?e=il0dIg
https://rwbacademy-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ksalmon_rwba_org_uk/EWoWhcqhaRVHtQfG0c-3_SoBryD5elhKmX5W7DmzbdA9mw?e=il0dIg


Good luck to those students and staff that are learning basic BSL greetings 
during the month. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Yr 12 students who sat their GCSES at RWBA and are 
yet to collect their GCSE certificates please do so ASAP 

form the exams office. 
 
 
 

RWBA 



 

 

 

 



For more careers advice click on the Ascend Learning Trust Careers website. 

http://www.altcareers.org.uk/  

 

 

On Thursday 8th February there will be a 

whole school Non uniform day and the 

Identity Cabinet will be running a bake sale 

with a valentine’s theme. 

Sweets, cupcakes and the usual Tuck Shop 

will be available at breaktime in the foyer. 

http://www.altcareers.org.uk/

