
Disciplinary Literacy
Skills for Life 2022-23

‘Without the ability to communicate effectively in 

speech and through reading and writing, children 

and young people are seriously disadvantaged for 

life.’
Ofsted Good Practice in School Readiness report, 2014

What do students need to read 
in iLearn?

How do I expect them to read in 
iLearn?

What will students have to 
write?

How do I expect them to 
construct their writing?

What vocabulary will students 
need to access topics / 
succeed?

How do I expect them to 
express themselves in spoken 
and written work?



Basic Literacy: decoding and knowledge 
of high frequency words, basic writing 

and spelling skills.

Intermediate Literacy: comprehension 
strategies, basic fluency, reading 
strategies, graphic organisers...

Disciplinary Literacy: technical use of 
literacy within academic disciplines.

Shanahan and Shanahan (2008)

Read

Write

Think/ 
Speak



DARTs (Directed Activties Related to Texts)

Text marking

Cloze exercises



To construct a triangle with dimensions of 10cm, 7cm and 8 cm:​

First draw a line of 10 cm.​

Then set the pencil and compass exactly 7 cm apart.​

Place the compass point at one end of the 10cm line.​

Draw an arc above the line.​

Next, set the compass and pencil at 8 cm wide.​

Place the compass point at the other end of the 10 cm line.​

Draw another arc.​

Use a ruler to join each end of the 10 cm line to the point where the two 
arcs cross.​

Label the sides of the triangle with the correct length in cm.​

Text sequencing

Text restructuring



The Reading Strategies

• Activate prior knowledge/recall

• Predict

• Question

• Clarify

• Visualise

• Make inferences

• Make connections

• Synthesise

• Summarise

• Re-read

• Change type of reading (skim, scan, close reading)

Type of reading​ What is it?​

Skimming Looking rapidly through a text for general impression of the main ideas. 
Getting the gist.​

Scanning​ Looking rapidly through a text to pick out specific information by locating 
key words.​

Close reading​ Slowed down detailed reading that enables comparisons and
connections to be made about the information.

Continuous​ Reading without stopping, where the reader independently chooses 
reading strategies to make sense of what they’re reading. This may 
include asking questions of themselves, making links with what 
they already know, and creating mental images of what they’re reading.​



Classroom Strategies for Supporting Reading

• Knowledge Organisers (key vocabulary and information for the unit being studied)

• DARTs (Directed Activities Related to Texts. E.g. cloze tasks, highlighting, re-sequencing, 
retelling...)

• Think Aloud (Teacher models the thinking process and highlights use of 
reading strategies as they read)

• Reciprocal Reading (structured group reading)

• Questioning (teacher to class/student. Student to student/ class/ teacher).

• Pair different reading ages.

Note Taking:

• Dual Coding (using icons, symbols and images to record or retell information)

• Triplicate note taking (core info, key questions, memorable image)

• List – Group – Label

• Select – Summarise – Question

• Scan – Steps - Secure

• GASE (gist, analysis, synthesis, elaboration)

• 3-2-1 (3 essential points to consider, connect, remember. 2 key vocab items to 
know, use, remember. 1 big idea to understand, explain, remember.)

• Section summaries: title and summarise sections of text.

• Talk for reading: asking questions that encourage discussion about the text.

Before 
Reading

•Ask questions about the text/ 
topic

•Activate prior knowledge

•Make predictions

During 
Reading

•Ask questions to monitor 
understanding

•Make connections and inference 
within the text and beyond

•Visualise and build mental models of 
the text

•Update and make new predictions

After 
Reading

•Seek coherence and summarise the 
text

•Revisit and revise your predictions

•Generate further questions about 
the text and your understanding

•Evaluate your reading and judge 
against your goals (e.g. the LI)

How these 
strategies look 

in the 
classroom

https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2020/10/is-it-time-to-ko-the-knowledge-organiser/
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/eal-programme/guidance/effective-teaching-of-eal-learners/great-ideas/darts/
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/reciprocal_teaching
https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/technology-teaching-learning/0/steps/53322
https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2013/12/triplicate-note-making/


‘Think-Aloud’

So far, I've learned that...
This made me think of...
That didn't make sense
I think ___ will happen next
I re-read that part because...
I was confused by...
I think the most important part was...
That is interesting because...

I wonder why...
I just thought of another story like this
I think I need to use a dictionary for that word



Reduce
In no more than 50 
words, summarise 

how doors are 
considered symbolic.

Transform
Transform the 

information into two 
small images and 

label them. 

Magpie
Select at least 3 key words from the response that you could use when 

writing about the symbol of the door. Make sure you define them.

Doorways are often used to represent transition, the passage between one place or state 
of being and the next. This might be childhood to adulthood, for instance; leaving one part 
of life behind, moving on to another; the threshold between one place and another. But 
'Doorways' can symbolise so much more.

Doorways always represent a choice, a decision; the choice to stay or to go; of one path or 
another. The metaphor of a corridor of doors is often used to represent a multitude of 
choices. But before choice comes a decision - doorways often represent the act of making 
decisions itself, or the fear and inertia of indecision.

Doorways have been symbols of new life, of birth - of a doorway to the world. They have 
also however been symbols of death, of passing from this life to the next (or to whatever 
waits beyond the door), of others who are already there. They can be loaded with hope, 
of new opportunities, of new horizons, leaving the 'now' behind to a better 'next'. They 
can represent and escape, a way out (even to places of fantastical imagining). But they 
can also be loaded with fear, with worry and with uncertainty - we fear the unseen or the 
unknown. We cannot know what is beyond the door until we pass the threshold - just as 
the future is unknown to us.

An open door can represent welcome, invitation, encouragement. Locked doors can 
symbolise protection or privacy, keeping us safe 'inside' from the threat from 'outside'; 
doors were once daubed with an 'X' to symbolize the presence of plague. Or else they 
represent imprisonment, even entrapment, enclosure or control.

And if we are on the outside, closed doors offer little but cold comfort, even banishment. 
A lot depends on which side we're on - doors are locked to keep us in, or barred to keep 
us out. Looked doors can represent a lack of inclusion, of expulsion, the separation of 'us' 
from the 'other'. It all depends whether we are inside or outside.

Doorways represent exits, entrances, departures, arrivals. Lovers, friends, family moving 
out (or moving in). And always moving on; the act of transition - the act of anticipating, 
fearing, welcoming a change, from 'here' to 'there', from 'now' to 'next', from the known 
to the unknown. A threshold to somewhere new, or laced with fear, representing the 
unknown and the unseen?

THE SYMBOLISM OF DOORWAYS





• Etymology – the origins and history of a word

• Morphology – the parts of a word (prefix, suffix, root)

• Root – the main part of a word if you take away the prefix etc.

• Prefix – group of letters at the start of a word, which change the meaning of a word.

• Suffix - group of letters at the end of a word, which change the meaning of a word.

• Synonym – a word with the same definition

• Antonym – a word with the opposite definition
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