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Has difficulty decoding unknown 
words and recognising familiar 
printed words.
Can understand the meaning of the 
words and the grammatical structure 
of spoken language but finds it 
difficult to transfer the skill to printed 
text due to the poor printed word 
recognition.
Often dyslexic.

Can speedily decode unknown 
words and recognise familiar 
printed words.
Can understand the meaning 
of the words and grammatical 
structure of spoken language 
and uses this knowledge to 
understand printed text.

Can speedily decode unknown 
words and recognise familiar 
printed words. Does not fully 
understand the meaning of all 
the words and/or the 
grammatical structure of 
spoken language which 
impacts on their ability to 
understand the printed text.

Finds it very difficult decoding 
unknown words and 
recognising familiar printed 
words.
Their ability to comprehend 
the spoken word is poor which 
impacts on their ability to 
understand any text they do 
manage to decode.
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• Learn key vocabulary prior to 
reading.

• Lead discussion of a visual 
stimulus.

• Listening to others read/ 
guided reading.

• Sentence stems for talk.
• Reciprocal reading roles.
• Recitation of texts by heart.

• More challenging 
vocabulary in context.

• Independent, silent 
reading.

• Recitation of advanced 
reading material.

• Pre-teaching vocabulary.
• Support with making 

inferences.
• Word ladders.
• DARTs.
• Recitation of poetry by 

heart.

• Overview of the text to be 
read.

• Pre-teaching vocabulary.
• Support interpreting the 

questions.
• Echo or choral reading 

(including recitation by heart).
• Word ladders.
• Support using basic reading 

strategies: 
recall/predict/summarise.
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